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Elections Crisis in Burundi and Regional Impact 

 
General developments 

Two major developments marked the period since Flash 

Update 19, issued on 31 July: the assassination of 

General Adolphe Nshimirimana, a close advisor to 

President Pierre Nkurunziza, on 2 August, followed by 

the attempted assassination of human rights defender 

Pierre Clavier Mbonimpa on 4 August. Both attacks 

drew widespread condemnation from the international 

community. UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, 

through his spokesman, said on 3 August that the 

incidents were “part of a growing pattern of politically-

motivated violence in Burundi that must be broken 

before it escalates beyond control.”  The Secretary-

General stressed that accountability and the resumption 

of a genuine and inclusive political dialogue were the 

best response to such attempts to destabilize Burundi. 

Members of the UN Security Council on 4 August 

expressed concern that the security situation in Burundi 

was deteriorating rapidly, following an electoral period 

marked by violence and reports of violations and abuses of human rights. They appealed to the 

Government of Burundi, as well as all political actors, to resume an inclusive dialogue without delay. To 

this end, they reaffirmed their support for regional engagement, in particular by the East African 

Community and the African Union, in calling for restraint and in pursuit of a political resolution to the 

crisis. 

In other high-profile incidents, the spokesperson for the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights 

(OHCHR) expressed  concern over “the brutal arrest and ill treatment” on 2 August of the RFI and AFP 

local correspondent, Esdras Ndikumana, by agents of the Service national de renseignement (SNR), the 

national intelligence agency, apparently because he was taking pictures at the crime site where General 

Nshimirimana was killed. OHCHR also said it was also concerned about the large number of arbitrary 

arrests over the last few months, noting that more than 600 people had been arrested and remained in 

detention without charge, some of them since April. “Our team, which regularly visits places of detention, 

has also documented over 40 cases of torture and ill-treatment,” OHCHR stated. Meanwhile, on 5 August, 

Come Harerimana, president of the CNDD-FDD ruling party’s chapter in Kanyosha district of 

Bujumbura, was pulled from the back of a motor bike and killed as he was heading to his office. 

On 6 August, Human Rights Watch issued a new briefing paper, in which it states that Burundian 

intelligence officials, police, and youth from the ruling party have arbitrarily arrested and ill-treated 

scores of suspected opponents. It alleges that officials accuse many of the mostly young men arrested of 

trying to leave the country and planning to join an armed rebellion. 

 

Humanitarian 

 
In its latest Market Monitor, the World Food Programme’s (WFP) reports that changes in seasonally 

adjusted food prices were significant for the two regions most affected by political instability in Burundi: 
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in Kirundo Province, northern Burundi, seasonally adjusted prices rose for beans (+25%) and maize 

(+17%) in the second quarter of this year, while in Bujumbura, seasonally adjusted prices rose for beans 

(+36%), maize (+38%), cassava flour (+29%) and sweet potatoes (+27%). 

 

As part of efforts to improve reporting on the evolution of the humanitarian situation inside Burundi, 

humanitarian Sectors have begun producing consolidated inputs: 

 

CCCM: The Camp Coordination/Camp Management Sector, with a view to reinforcing the capacities of 

Government authorities and humanitarian partners in this domain, is undertaking training workshops and 

dissemination of reference materials in Bujumbura, as well as in target provinces (to be identified). A 

Sectoral review of anticipated needs, existing capacities and key stakeholders is also being undertaken. 

 

Protection: The Gender-Based Violence sub-group of the Protection Sector, has prioritized among its 

activities improving access to survivors of gender-based violence (including the handicapped) to medical 

and psycho-social services; reinforcing capacities of partners for management and referral of GBV cases; 

and improving availability of GBV data. 

 

Shelter/NFIs: For its part, the Shelter/Non-Food Item (NFI) Sector noted that it has prioritized needs 

assessments of affected populations, notably internally displaced people, in terms of shelter and non-food 

items; pre-positioning of stocks to locations throughout the country; and reinforcing capacities and access 

to resources of Sector actors. 

 

All Sectors report significant funding shortfalls as being among their greatest challenges in mobilizing 

necessary response. 

In other news, the Armed Conflict Location and Event Data Project (ACLED) has released new real-time 

local conflict data on the recent unrest in Burundi. These data draw primarily on crowd-sourced 

information, as well as the conflict data included in ACLED’s weekly real-time conflict data release. 

Regional impact 

 
The latest data from the UN Refugee Agency’s (UNHCR) web portal reports that a total of 181,326 

refugees had sought refuge in neighbouring countries since April this year. Tanzania was hosting 82,718 

Burundian refugees (as of 5 August); Rwanda was hosting 71,200 Burundian refugees (as of 30 July); DR 

Congo was hosting 14,322 (as of 30 July); while Uganda was hosting 13,086 (as of 30 July). Many more 

Burundians are thought to have left the country, according to UNHCR, but have not registered as 

refugees, and their number is unknown.  

 

 
* * * 

 

 

The next Flash Update will be issued according to developments in the situation. In the meantime, for further 

information, contact Matthew Conway, Public Information Officer, OCHA Eastern Africa, at conwaym@un.org. To 

receive this and other OCHA Eastern Africa reports, please subscribe at http://bit.ly/1lunDLk 
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